
Knowledge Worker vs Manual Worker (vsdiff.com)

Aspect Knowledge Worker Manual Worker

Definition
Workers who primarily handle
information and require
specialized knowledge.

Workers who primarily perform
physical tasks that require
manual skills.

Skills
Required

Analytical, problem-solving, and
communication skills.

Physical strength, dexterity,
and technical skills.

Work
Environment

Typically in offices or remote
environments using various
technologies.

Usually in factories,
construction sites, or
agricultural fields.

Examples of
Jobs

Doctors, software developers,
engineers, and consultants.

Carpenters, electricians, factory
workers, and agricultural
laborers.

Income
Potential

Generally higher, often
accompanied by benefits.

Typically lower earnings,
sometimes with less
comprehensive benefits.

Job Security May vary based on market
demands and industry changes.

Often more vulnerable to
economic fluctuations.
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