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Feature Fox Wolf

Species Vulpes vulpes (Red Fox) Canis lupus (Gray Wolf)

Size Approx. 24-30 inches in length Approx. 4.5-6.5 feet including tail

Weight 8-24 lbs 50-110 lbs

Lifespan 3-4 years in the wild 6-8 years in the wild

Diet Omnivorous Carnivorous

Social Structure Solitary or small family groups Pack-oriented

Feature Fox Wolf

Typical size
(body mass) ~3–14 kg (small to medium) ~20–80 kg (medium to large)

Social structure Mostly solitary or small family
groups

Pack-based, cooperative groups
(pack = family unit)

Diet Omnivorous; small mammals,
fruits, insects

Predominantly carnivorous; large
ungulates to small prey

Habitat Flexible: urban edges, forests,
grasslands

Broad but favors contiguous
wildlands (forests, tundra)

Average
lifespan (wild) ~2–5 years (varies by species) ~4–8 years (can be longer in

protected areas)

Human conflict Moderate; nuisance and
occasional livestock predation

Higher; livestock depredation and
historic eradication
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